
Geography Vocabulary Progression  

 

 

Cycle A 

EYFS 1 and 2 3 and 4 5 and 6 

Marvellous Me 
house 

flat 
bungalow 
caravan 

 
 
  

Percy the Park Keeper 
 

Tremor 
 

Ancient Greece 

near 
far 
left 

right 
north 
south 
east 
west 
map 

position 

hemisphere 
tropical 

polar 
latitude 

longitude 
Tropic of Capricorn 

Tropic of Cancer 
Arctic 

Antarctic 
equator 
satellite 

 
 

grid reference 
scale 

contour 
valley 
height 

erosion 
deposition 

transportation 
volcano 

earthquake 
natural disaster 

latitude 
longitude 

Greenwich/Prime 
Meridian 
time zone 

Northern hemisphere 
Southern hemisphere 

Tropic of Capricorn 
Tropic of Cancer 

equator 
climate 
weather 

 

development 
population 

natural 
environment 

location 
features 

scale 
Greece 
Europe 

Continent 
climate zones 

Let’s Celebrate 
caravan 

 
  

Top Toys 
 

Victorians Antarctica  
 

  location 
features 

Arctic 
Antarctic 
biomes 

vegetation belts 
climate zones 

vegetation belt 
river 
scale 

 

weather 
climate zones 
development 

population 
natural 

environment 
location 
features 

continent 
climate 

 

Once Upon A 
Time 

Chocolate Splash (Rivers) Harry Potter 
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map 
  

United Kingdom 
England 
Ireland 

Scotland 
Wales 
Europe 

North Pole 
South Pole 

equator 
oceans 
tropical 
climate 

wet 
dry 
hot 
cold 

beach 
cliff 

coast 
forest 

hill 
mountain 

sea 
ocean 
river 
soil 

valley 
vegetation 

season 
weather 

city 
town 

village 
farm 

house 
office 
port 

harbour 
shop 

 

bank 
basin 
bed 

canal 
current 

confluence 
delta 

down stream 
erosion 
estuary  

floodplain 
meander 

mouth 
silt 

source 
tidal river 
upstream 
watershed 

 

 

Nature 
Detectives 

  

Chocolate Y3 Splash 2(Sea) Y4 All the World’s a 
stage 

Ancient Egyptians 
 

Mayans 
 

United Kingdom 
England 
Ireland 

Scotland 
Wales 
Europe 

North Pole 
South Pole 

equator 
oceans 
tropical 

hill 
mountain 

sea 
ocean 
river 
soil 

valley 
vegetation 

season 
weather 

city 

warm 
humid 
coastal 

temperature 
environment 
settlement 
landscape 

natural resources 
climate zone 

ocean 
sea 

 
 
 

location 
features 

scale 
continent 

climate 
weather 

development 
population 

natural 
environment 

location 

location 
features 

scale 
continent 

development 
population 

natural 
resources 

environment 
location 
features 
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climate 
wet 
dry 
hot 
cold 

beach 
cliff 

coast 
forest 

 

town 
village 
farm 

house 
office 
port 

harbour 
shop 

 

ecology 
 

features 
Egypt 
Africa  

 

export 
import 

settlement 
natural resources 

land use 
river 

Mayan  
Chichen Itza 

Mexico 
Central America 

Dinosaurs 
environment 

 
  

Here comes the Sun Tribal Tales Ancient Egyptians Mayans 

Irish Sea 
North Sea 

English Channel 
aerial view 
landscape 
features 

beach 
cliff 

coast 
forest 

hill 
mountain 

sea 
ocean 
river 

soil 
valley 

vegetation 
season 

weather 
city 

town 
village 
farm 

house 
office 
port 

harbour 
shop 

settlement 
county 
country 
location  

population 
resources 
landscape 

village 
 

location 
features 

scale 
continent 

climate 
weather 

development 
population 

natural 
environment 

location 
features 

Egypt 
Africa  

 

location 
features 

scale 
continent 

development 
population 

natural 
resources 

environment 
location 
features 
export 
import 

settlement 
natural resources 

land use 
river 

mountain 
Mayans 
Chichen Itza 
Mexico 
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Central America 

Pirates 
beach 
cliffs 
sea 

environment 
land 

water 
maps 
world 
globe 

All about me Tribal Tales Eco Architects 

near 
far 
left 

right 
north 
south 
east 
west 

compass 
map 

position 

aerial view 
landscape 

key 
symbols 
season 

weather 
soil  

vegetation 
town 

village 
 
 

settlement 
county 
country 
location  

population 
resources 
landscape 

village 
 

location 
features 

scale 
continent 

climate 
weather 

development 
population 

natural 
environment 

location 
features 

resources 
export 

import 
settlement 

natural resources 
land use 

river 
mountain 

Ordnance Survey 
distance 

scale 
grid reference 

symbols 
map 
key 

 

 

Cycle B 

EYFS 1 and 2 3 and 4 5 and 6 

Marvellous Me 
house 

flat 
bungalow 
caravan 

 
 
  

Helpful Heroes 
 

Romans 
 

Neolithic and Bronze Age 

near 
far 
left 

right 
north 
south 
east 
west 

building 
road 

scale 
map 

aerial 
town 
city 

 

Ordnance Survey 
distance 

scale 
grid reference 

symbols 
map 
key 

north 
north east 
north west 

vegetation belts 
hills 

rivers 
mountains 

coasts 
volcanoes 

earthquakes 
water cycle 

development 
population 
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plan 
journey 
travel 
map 

position 
 

south 
south east 
south west 

east 
west 

climate zones 
biomes 

natural 
environment 

location 
features 

scale 
map 
atlas 

 

Let’s Celebrate 
caravan 

 
  

Blast Off! 
 

Raymond Briggs 
 

Leisure & Entertainment in 20th Century 
 

near 
far 
left 

right 
north 
south 
east 
west 
map 
key 

position 
building 

road 

  

Once Upon A 
Time 
map 

 

Blast Off! 
 

Inner Space 
 

Tudor Monarchs 

near 
far 
left 

right 
north 
south 
east 
west 
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map 
key 

position 
building 

road 
 

Nature 
Detectives 

 

Moats, Turrets & Drawbridges 
 

Y3 Splash (Sea) Y4 All the world’s a 
stage 

Tudor Exploration 
 

near 
far 
left 

right 
north 
south 
east 
west 
map 
key 

position 
building 

road 
 
 
 
 
 
 

warm 
humid 
coastal 

temperature 
environment 
settlement 
landscape 

natural resources 
climate zone 

ocean 
sea 

ecology 

 tornado 
water cycle 

scale 
map 
atlas 

navigate 
circumnavigate 

 

Dinosaurs 
environment 

Growing Dragons 
 

Wild Watch Ancient Egyptians Mayans 
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 hemisphere 
latitude 

longitude 
grid reference 

compass 
equinox 

 

location 
features 

scale 
continent 

climate 
weather 

development 
population 

natural 
environment 

location 
features 

Egypt 
Africa  

 

Mexico 
Central America 

location 
features 

scale 
continent 

development 
population 

natural 
resources 

environment 
location 
features 
export 
import 

settlement 
natural resources 

land use 
river 

mountain 
Mayans 
Chichen Itza 

 

Pirates 
beach 
cliffs 
sea 

environment 
land 

water 
maps 
world 
globe 

Go Brits 
 

Into the Unknown  Eco Architects 

To be planned 
 

aerial photo 
bearing 

birds eye view 
contour 

contour interval 
cross section 

direction 
distance 

location 
features 

scale 
continent 

climate 
weather 

development 
population 

export 
import 

settlement 
natural resources 

land use 
river 

mountain 
Ordnance Survey 
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four figure grid reference 
grid square 
landform 
latitude 

longitude 
ordnance survey 

natural 
environment 

location 
features 

resources 
 

distance 
scale 

grid reference 
symbols 

map 
key 

 


